
back to schoolPosted by David Neve - 2007/11/28 09:58_____________________________________no wait, don't panic!

there is a diverse and talented group of writers visiting this site, and i have always wondered how education plays into genre...

some of you are still in the education loop as i type (and extremely good considering your life experience & ages).

does a preference for a particular course of study push you in a direction - and does specific knowledge have an undeniable effect on your choice of topic?

isaac asimov could never have written marooned off vesta without some scientific knowledge rolling around in his noodle - in fact, i'd guess he could not even have conceived the story.

i had adhd before the term was invented, so i can tell you that i am an official scatterbrain...  my preferred courses of study were: english (lit), biology, physics, chemistry & history.  

hmm... i guess that's everything isn't it...

spent 4 years in army rotc, followed by 4 years in the Marine Corps...

i would guess that's why i can't seem to settle down on just one genre...

 who's next?============================================================================Re:back to schoolPosted by Chris - 2007/11/28 20:13_____________________________________Well I prefer to learn about history and science... mostly history. I write mostly science fiction, but some of them have roots in historical events.

As for my education it is mostly history or english related, with an emphasis on non-american cultures. America's history is shallow compared to Europe or Africa or Asia, to me anyways.============================================================================Re:back to schoolPosted by Robert Quintin Penn - 2007/11/28 20:20_____________________________________Well, in the two years, I have learned a lot. Especially in my Biology II and World History/Geography. And I am still learning.

Helps me right out more realistic and plausible deaths for my characters, and selecting settings for the story to take place.

In my opinion, the works of others have greatly impacted me in what I right about and by reading or watching some of their material, I know a good amount about different subjects. Arthur C. Clark, Stephen King, S.D. Perry, Khoto Hirano, to name a few.============================================================================Re:back to schoolPosted by Steven F. Lombardi - 2007/11/28 20:59_____________________________________I think personality drives one to choose a genre, not educational background.

Education sure helps, though, if you're a hard sci-fi writer like Asimov, or any other sort of genre writer, for that matter.============================================================================Re:back to schoolPosted by Rachel Miracle - 2007/12/04 22:34_____________________________________I'm totally bummed that school happened again this year. :blush: 

Ze Queen============================================================================Re:back to schoolPosted by Max Booth III - 2007/12/16 22:29_____________________________________i love to write, but i hate school so much!  I'm usually not in it, though, (usually suspended).  I like to learn science and history, though.  English is my best class.  (Oh, God, I can't even think how many times i got in trouble for the content in the stories i have to turn in for homework, lol)============================================================================Re:back to schoolPosted by David Neve - 2007/12/17 00:19_____________________________________english was my favorite - although you wouldn't be able to tell judging by my technical skills...============================================================================Re:back to schoolPosted by Michael Tan - 2007/12/17 05:40_____________________________________i'm an all-rounder, i like doing maths, english, and science.
i'm better a maths, then science, then english. But i enjoy in writing stories and reading stories that are riveting and thought-provoking.
personality is most of the time the driving force of my stories--not all the time.============================================================================Re:back to schoolPosted by Michael Tan - 2007/12/17 05:41_____________________________________i hate history and geaography though...============================================================================Re:back to schoolPosted by Chris - 2007/12/17 21:45_____________________________________I hate my English class, I'm in honors so everyone is a hippie. The only problem is they haven't a clue what they're talking about, so I argue with them the whole time. They actually suggested we invade Sudan, I don't think they understand the amount of Islamic clerics that have lived there. What's next, invade Mecca to save the Jews?!============================================================================Re:back to schoolPosted by David Neve - 2007/12/18 09:39_____________________________________that would be a good idea, invading sudan, assuming we could get let's see, egypt, libya, chad, saudi arabia, ethiopia, kenya, congo, somalia, and the central american republic - to believe that it's a good idea also...  and they all like us well enough already!!

i'll go get my sling shot!============================================================================Re:back to schoolPosted by Chris - 2007/12/18 20:50_____________________________________lol you can be the first conscript============================================================================Re:back to schoolPosted by Morgen Holborn - 2008/01/02 01:56_____________________________________I learn quite a bit in school, but I learn so much more when I'm out in the "real" world. It really depends if you want to learn because if you don't challenge your brain with things you hadn't known before you will never learn anything. Or I shouldn't say never, but its close to that :P

I basically pick up everything I know from reading or having conversations with people younger and older than I am and asking a lot of questions...or I simply take from my own experiences, and :blush: I watch Dr. Phil...============================================================================Re:back to schoolPosted by David Neve - 2008/01/02 04:26_____________________________________Dr. Phil?   Noooooooooooooooooooooooo!


just kidding!  ;)============================================================================Re:back to schoolPosted by Morgen Holborn - 2008/01/05 01:51_____________________________________I think everyone secretly watches Dr. Phil...and are just too embarrassed to admit it...============================================================================Re:back to schoolPosted by Robert Quintin Penn - 2008/01/05 17:53_____________________________________Anything but Dr. Phil, Oprah, or whatever women watch. 

Al Bundy and Tim Taylor are my teachers.============================================================================Re:back to schoolPosted by Tom Shandruk - 2008/01/06 04:33_____________________________________I really find just being around other people help me as a writer.  For instance, I know this real tough-guy jock, who's afraid of thunder storms in the dark.  Why?  Who knows, but I'm sure it's not uncommon, so I could use it to connect to readers.  But for school classes, I like languages (English, French, Ukrainian) and Gov't.  I'm going to be taking psych next year, and I think that'll probably be my most helpful class :)  As far as education goes, you have to know what makes people tick in order to make a good story click with the reader(s)============================================================================Re:back to schoolPosted by Chris - 2008/01/06 04:55_____________________________________I think of it more as why do people think the way they do... that's what I'm most interested in.============================================================================Re:back to schoolPosted by David Neve - 2008/01/06 10:13_____________________________________i agree with the why of it also...

i don't have the level of skill that will allow me to write something somebody else wants to read.  i'm trapped inside my own head.

i churn it out, then watch with interest to see who bites the hook.  sometimes i will put out something i think is novel only to find it flops...  sometimes i get the reverse and i sit and wonder what on earth the attraction could possibly be to that "weird" story i wrote.

i do believe that a broad education will enable a person to write on a larger scale, it's hard to twist something you don't see...============================================================================Re:back to schoolPosted by Nathan Weaver - 2008/02/14 02:48_____________________________________Well, back when I was doing the college thing... I was heading for a educational degree in drama.  Though, I had started with just doing a General Studies (lame), trying to put all the lame stuff behind me (Math, Science).  It has its place, but it isn't for me, that's for sure.

Topics that influence my writing are crime, history, folklore, mythology, etc.  I'm not sure if I could say I'm a one genre man.  When it comes to writing short stories, I tend to lean towards the dark and disturbing, so most of my stuff is either horror or mystery.

As I co-own an independent production company, I do a lot of script writing.  I'm actually pretty decent at both the dark and disturbing and comedy.  Though, comedy in short story form for me, doesn't usually happen.  I try to avoid it, because it doesn't seem to come out quite right.  It's the dialogue that I can be funny with, but you can't rely on dialogue in a short story.

I'm getting distracted and digressing.

I believe I already answered the question.  I do a lot of personal research, even though I am not going to school now.  I study a lot of crime, serial killers, vampire mythology, Greek mythology and history, etc.  More than anything, though, most of my stories contain a lot of personal experiences.  

I'll confess, I watched the old "Little Women"  movie that starred Katherine Hepburn.  But, I'm glad I did, not because I really liked it much, but because a very true point was made.  At one point in the movie, an older gentleman friend of Hepburn's character read some of her stories and gave her a little lecture about what she was doing wrong... she wasn't writing what she knew.  The most important thing when I write is to make it relate to something real, no matter how surreal a story it may be.  There must be themes that I can relate to, so that I can write them accurately and so that the reader can get something from the story.  When I write something about crime, I pay less attention to all the little details of what hair landed where or what grease whiped from what forehead to what hand to which bedpost and pay more attention to "what is the point?"  And I try to make sure it's something that I have experience in, so that I truly understand it first.  Because if I can't understand what I am writing about, then how can I expect others to understand?

Good grief, I have written a novel.  As you can see, I can be longwinded sometimes.  Laters.============================================================================Re:back to schoolPosted by Lori Branson - 2008/02/14 14:46_____________________________________I just got my AA, and am 9 units away from getting my AS in Math.  4 units if I want my AS in General Science.  I am looking for a good online school to get my BS in Accounting.  I graduated from HS back in the good old days...and I graduated in the top ten of my class.  We didn't have a Valedictorian, just the top ten were recognized at graduation.  But I was brought up as a dancer (ballerina you perverted brains) and had a scholarship to the performing arts college in New York, but had knee surgery when I was 14, screwing up my professional career.

So..what do I write about...seems like relationships and sex.  How does that fit in with a Math degree and a balletic background?  Not sure that it does.

Okay, now I forgot what the question was....hahahahahahaha!!!!!============================================================================Re:back to schoolPosted by Brian Miller - 2008/02/28 13:57_____________________________________I don't know. School isn't so bad. Besides, what's the point of complaining about it anyway. You're not going to get out of it. And I will openly admit...I WATCH DR. PHIL!!!! Good inspiration for stories on there.============================================================================
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