
Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by tarhead mugwump - 2008/03/12 14:33_____________________________________something got me highly irritated...


users are always talking about how great the service is.  and it is - somebody else is assuming all of the cost. somebody else is buying the bandwidth, provided the servers, providing the support software, as well as incredibly great personal support.

advertising is what pays the webmaster

hits attract advertisers

its all about the numbers, especially in the beginning - hits are the only way to keep this website free.

because of a few brainless consequence-prediction challenged idiots publishing words like: "T****t A** For Great C***" , our school district servers (as well as most texas school districts) are now considering storiesville an adult site - and blocking it.  which means that the average parental control filter will not allow it to pass either - cutting off a huge percentage of the net population (hits).

a lot of the folks that i brought to storiesville are educators - mostly english teachers and students - a whole school district worth.

now they are gone, storiesville can't get past the filters.

look at all of the "your advertisement can be here" spots at storiesville.  how will those spots get filled if there is no 'hit' data to support the investment?

a perfectly good thing shot to hell by a small collection of brainless idiots. it's nice to consider yourself an artist, and there is a place for all types of art - but these folks have DAMAGED this site, and limited its potential to grow.

i think the webmaster was done a grievous wrong... 

in an effort to make the system more accessible and faster for the users, they decided to rely on the good judgment of the people submitting - and got shot in the foot.  here's the saddest part for the people that enjoy using this free site -  if the webmaster cannot sell then he must start charging.  sooner or later they are going to run out of physical space.  and when that happens - i wouldn't be surprised if the folks that are destroying the site aren't be willing to pay to be here.

i'm sure it will get better, but until then, i will be content to read - there are quite a few really great writers there (here).============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by R.E.Potter - 2008/03/12 15:04_____________________________________Agree with you whole heartedly. There is a great difference between stories of romance, and porn. Lately there has been a rash of xxx material...why? This site is about people who have a love of writing and want to hopefully entertain with stories they have developed within their mind. I have seen stories posted that may use a derogatory word or phrase to make a point,,,to me thats fine. It's the graphic material that's become more frequent since this site has grown that has me concerned. To write a  explicit penthouse forum story takes no imagination or talent at all. If that is all you desire to post, then do it else where. Sorry if I sound like an old fart, but if I want porn, ill just turn on TV.============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by lorislittlesecret - 2008/03/12 15:20_____________________________________You are not an old fart.  Fact of the matter is, I agree too.  I know that I have written a somewhat risque story, but that was tame in terms of what has been on here lately.  Also, writing naughty words just for the sake of writing them is definitely not what we want.  I know that it used to be that the admin had to read all stories before they were posted on the site. I know when I submitted my "slutty story" I had to cross my fingers and hope that they approved it.

Having a fun story on here is one thing, having a sexually explicit story on here is one thing, but having a low class story on here is something entirely different.  We must remember.....there are minors on here.  That and us old farts who want something a little classier.  Want to write porn...try literotica....============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by Pez - 2008/03/12 15:26_____________________________________Tarhead is in the right!

The bad always seems to flourish more easily and quickly... I'd like to preserve the gratuitousness of the site, if you don't mind, so grow some sense... and a conscience for that matter!

Porn is tasteless.

Invest some real effort in your stories!

Here's hoping I don't seem hypocritical (eek).============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by thirteen - 2008/03/12 15:47_____________________________________I agree with all of you.There was one 2 nights ago that would make Hugh Hefner blush. So how we gonna stop it, because there is always one thats gonna abuse it.I was thinking what about having moderators, users that have been here maybe from the start.If they see a story over the top, they have the power to get rid of it and send to admin to check. I am on one forum website that gives out bans ,maybe only for a week but it does the trick.I know these ideas are a bit heavy but if we want this site to not go down the roads as other poor writing websites then I think we have to do something.============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by Pez - 2008/03/12 15:52_____________________________________Oh no! To the perverts who are reading this, I hate you!

Dave is so upset. He seems to have left the site!

*cries============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by lorislittlesecret - 2008/03/12 15:54_____________________________________It used to be that our stories were approved before being published here.  I have written admin to suggest that they might want to think about implementing that again.  I also told them that one of their popular members has left and that several of us were unhappy.  It would be bad if we all left, especially since I like you guys a lot!

So maybe since a lot of us are in an uproar...the squeeky wheel gets the oil....============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by thirteen - 2008/03/12 16:04_____________________________________Yeah I agree, I think admin should do something.I know with the ammount of stories they get is probbally huge but if it means we have to wait a bit longer to get them published then so be it.
David is a valuable contributer to this  site and I think its a terrible loss to all of us.:(============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by R.E.Potter - 2008/03/12 16:06_____________________________________Sometimes when you tell people to stop, they abuse it more to a greater extent...simply just because. Lets hope they just stop altogether. I'm by no means innocent and don't want to come off like a hypocrite like that New York Gov in the news. Just reaching out to the few not to post the garbage anymore..at least without a little cuth. Leave me to post all the nonsensical garbage.============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by gsaracen - 2008/03/12 16:16_____________________________________I have to agree fully. With each and every one of you. I know the story 13 is talking about...and it got posted TWICE!

Perhaps we need some clearly and simply stateable policy.

For one thing, the SAME policies that inform media rating and laws can be taken up wholesale:

1- No explicit genital sex.

2- No lurid and explicit mention of sexual organs purely for shock or pornographic effect.

3- No work that is purely pornographic lacking any other themes or major plot points.

4- tags may not include obscene language.============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by lorislittlesecret - 2008/03/12 16:20_____________________________________There's a difference between art and porn.  A great sex scene is art, porn is just that porn....============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by thirteen - 2008/03/12 16:23_____________________________________Maybe newbies or everyone should be brought to a page with guidelines before posting stories.But I think in the end we will have to sudmit again, i think last week there was spam.There will always be messers.============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by gsaracen - 2008/03/12 16:23_____________________________________ok...this one might be controversial...but...how about using "replacements" like f**k for obscene words mandatory?============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by gsaracen - 2008/03/12 16:30_____________________________________hmmm..... perhaps the school districts could ONLY ban stories tagged as adult?

But that would require technical cooperation and I don't think it could be pulled off.... could it?

Ok...HERE is an idea... maybe an alternate version of the site that does not allow access to adult stories...and the schools could allow that one?

It would also automatically display the f-word as f**k or "ass" as a**

URL like: safe.storiesville.com OR school.storiesville.com

But that would take more resources.... but I am suggesting this to the admins.

13 is right. a guidelines page. + peer-based tagging of material that should be tagged as adult + peer based tagging of material that totally violates the guidelines.============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by admin - 2008/03/12 16:36_____________________________________Thanks for your comments. To be honest, I didn't really know the situation was that bad. When we decided to change our setting to auto-publish all stories we were somewhat concerned that it may lead to bringing down the quality of our website, and apparently it seems as it has. But as dumb as that might sound, I am not really sure what I could do at this moment. 

Before the auto-publish feature was applied, I used to receive several emails everyday complaining about how long it takes us to review and publish their stories. Even after the stories have been reviewed and published, many members were still not very happy about how their stories tend to get buried under the pile of other published stories. That's what made me decide to try out automatically publishing all stories as they are submitted. After all, the foundation of Storiesville was based on the concept, "Everyone has a story to share." And I gotta admit the number of submitted stories was becoming a little overwhelming for me as well. 

However, the last thing that I ever wanted was to make this website trashy. I implemented "Report this story" button to every stories hoping that this will alert me if someone were to take advantage of the auto publish feature, but so far I've received less than twenty reports related to story contents so far. But obviously this has not been such an effective method of filtering low-quality stories. 

So how do we fix this problem? I am open for suggestions. As far as I am concerned, I see we can choose one of the following:
1) Disable the auto-publish and go back to 'review n publish'
2) Keep the auto-publish and rely on our members to use the reporting system.
3) Elect number of our members to become our moderators along with myself and grant them the power to remove/modify submitted stories.

Please let me know if you have any other suggestions. 

This may a bit off the topic, but I would like to talk about advertisements on our website since it was mentioned in the first post. When we first built this website we made it to share short stories amongst five friends. Now our website has grown beyond my expectation, and I am sad to say that I have to see this success by myself as all of my other friends has left to do other things. Running Storiesville.com has never been about making money, and hopefully it never will. Even with all the advertisements running on this website, it doesn't even cover one tenth of the expenses that I have to spend. So I guess all I want to say about advertisement is please try to understand my situation.

Anyways, I always appreciate taking a moment of your days to visit Storiesville and share your stories. I will do my best to come up with the solution to enhance our environment as soon as possible. Thank you again for the heads up.============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by gsaracen - 2008/03/12 16:40_____________________________________one more idea.... HOW do we differentiate between a kosher sex scene in an adult tagged story and complete "filth"? As lori said, there is a difference.

Ok some clear rules:

1- story or poem should have themes and plot points besides sexual activity.
1.5- the primary intent of a story with explicit sexual material should not be pornographic.
2- story should not explicitly describe genitalia or genital-interaction primarily for sexual entertainment.
3- an explicit scene that is portrayed for "sexual entertainment" must never include minors or rape.
4- explicit sexual content must never be submitted by a minor user.============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by thirteen - 2008/03/12 16:40_____________________________________Thanks Admin for quick response.Now im a newbie compared to the others.I think firstly try moderators, members maybe from the start ,then if not working disable auto publish.============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by gsaracen - 2008/03/12 16:44_____________________________________Ok... member moderators tend to abuse. That is bad.

1- the report mechanism should be LOUDER. more clearly viewable. Big RED button.

2- Easily readable, well formatted, big-text guidelines page shown to every NEW user.

3- 3 day ban for purposeful repeat offenders.

4- CLEAR alert message to inform submitter of an offensive story.============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by gsaracen - 2008/03/12 16:46_____________________________________again something like an alternate URL like: safe.storiesville.com OR school.storiesville.com for schools?============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by R.E.Potter - 2008/03/12 16:48_____________________________________Im thinking we leave it all as it is and hope the filth just stops now that members have expressed thier concerns. A think disabling auto publish is the last thing the admin wants to do. Lets just sit back and see what comes of this.============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by gsaracen - 2008/03/12 16:49_____________________________________want to qualify everything:

THIS SITE IS EXCELLENT. THANK YOU ADMINS.============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by gsaracen - 2008/03/12 16:53_____________________________________I agree....auto-publish must stay.

User moderators are prone to abuse and impartiality. Even if they don't mean to.

2 measures... 

1- big-font Guidelines page (including perhaps prior to EVERY story submission?)

2- UI for reporting bigger and more prominent.============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by Dirkin - 2008/03/12 17:48_____________________________________I wonder why there has only been 20 or so stories reported? I used the 'report this story' for that damn autonagar.com spam, and presto it was gone. The admin, who by the way is a legend for having this wonderful site available to us, introduced the autopublish because he cannot possibly read all the stories. So if you all find something objectionable, for all of the above reasons, I would think that reporting it will bring it straight to the admins attention so he can decide if its ruining the quality of this site then and there. To me this is the easiest solution, rather than hoping users will stick to a set of guidelines, especially when certain people will always find 'romance stories' pornographic, and others will find 'pornograhic' stories perfectly acceptable. Thats the nature of opinions, everyone see things differently. Again, use the report this story feature I say============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by Pez - 2008/03/12 17:51_____________________________________No, no, no. There should definitely NOT be any fancy titles to give to users, nor should the auto-publish mechanism be removed... that would make Admin's job so much harder. I definitely don't want to impose too much responsability on our very amazing and generous enabler.

Things should stay as they are; I agree with Potter. There's AWARENESS now, so things should improve.

I'd like to thank the Admin. for funding this awesome site.

And, Mr. Neve, I miss you so very much already.============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by gsaracen - 2008/03/12 17:51_____________________________________hmm...yeah...there is a huge gray area isn't there? But them... what about access by schools? it would be a pity to lose that.

I hope the admin reads all the suggestions.============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by lorislittlesecret - 2008/03/12 19:54_____________________________________Yeah..auto publish should stay, but we all need to be aware of the offensive button.  I didn't realize there was one.  Like Mr Saracen says, there is a gray area, but I think we are all mature enough to differentiate between slutty porno and artistic whatever the word I am looking for here.  Right?

Pez, I'm with you, I miss Tarhead too....============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by 1800 - 2008/03/12 20:23_____________________________________Sure, most of my stories have violence, and even a few have "adult" and inappropriate material, but I am not really tagging them, and besides, it has the adult content warning on them.

But this site, while having a romance section, does not need erotic stories, or porn of any variety. That is what the rest of the internet is for.============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by lorislittlesecret - 2008/03/12 20:28_____________________________________I don't know about that Quintin.  I wrote what could be considered porn or erotic on here and it was very well recieved.  I have also read some other things that are erotic by nature, but not nasty...there is a difference.  That's where the gray area is...who's to decide?============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by gsaracen - 2008/03/12 20:38_____________________________________Yeah...the Adult tag exists for a reason. So fine...

But the problem is that schools have a really crude policy where they block whole sites, not just individual stories or pages.

That means that...well.... if we have adult material we may have to lose people browsing from schools.

although teachers can still have students access the site from home.

But yes there are certain limits even for the Adult tag. I think something like "school girl" which was posted and removed twice really had no place here.============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by gsaracen - 2008/03/12 23:29_____________________________________Well, I don't know what to think of this. HP Phan apparently withdrew his/her poems? 

hmmm.... I mean I didn't like them much, and perhaps the TAGC one was gone too far, but i hope he wasn't extremely discouraged or upset or anything. O well.============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by HP Phan - 2008/03/13 01:11_____________________________________Having them taken off is for the best; the admin is just. and I didn't particularly like your poems either. But we all have our taste. I won't hold it against you. I have thick skin, so don't worry. I also have a six sense about people sitting on their pedestals and pointing fingers too. And I won't hold that against them either.============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by gsaracen - 2008/03/13 01:17_____________________________________The admin took them off? erm.... on what grounds....or what rules are now in operation? Or did you take them off yourself?

I was thinking that if we're reconciled to the school districts not liking any adult content ...even if it is tagged.... and they are banning the whole site... then perhaps most things besides pure and tasteless hardcore porn should be allowed with an adult tag....

But ok...if not.... then what are the rules now?============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by HP Phan - 2008/03/13 01:38_____________________________________Please, stop stirring the pot. I feel bad for the admin as it is. 

Here's a way you can help. Go to MSN chat or Yahoo chat where they have "literature" discussion groups and tell them about storiesville. Or any ol' (or new) chat sites. They, like you, probably did not even know that storiesville exists.============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by 1800 - 2008/03/13 05:14_____________________________________If it'll help, I am up for voting on some members becoming moderators. I value the auto-publish feature, and I doubt the report this story button is of much use.============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by gsaracen - 2008/03/13 06:15_____________________________________if there are going to be user-moderators then there should be clear and unambiguous rules and guidelines. And even that won't end abuse totally. 

And...to be honest.... if we really want to be up to the standards of school districts, that would cut down on the freedom of expression here a lot more than just pruning out hard porn.

The site has to decide what its mission is. Are school users important enough to restrict writhers very greatly?============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by lorislittlesecret - 2008/03/13 09:06_____________________________________You know it sounds to me like we have several different issues going on here....one, what is considered distasteful, two, what is considered too adult for this site, and three, allowing it to not be blocked from schools.  At this point, I think we have lost the schools unfortunately.  But that does not stop us from trying to be a more up-class website.  We ARE better than literotica for example.

To some extent I understand the moderator idea since the administrator cannot possibly read and watch the site 24/7, but..that leads back to who will do it, what they will decide on, etc etc.  Last thing we want on here is butt kissing to get stuff published, or moderators who don't allow certain people or ideas be published, etc etc.

There is no black and white solution!============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by gsaracen - 2008/03/13 10:34_____________________________________yer right. school issue over. 

a simple rule of thumb: pure crude porn should be a no-no.

erotic stuff is ok as long as it has real artistic merit or there are other themes and story points besides the sex.

rude and crude language.... well...if there is some artistic reason for it, then fine, but if it is just to be crude and offensive and nothing else, then no.

I think a more prominent report UI and a guidelines doc for new members should be adequate.============================================================================Re:Commentary:  Idiots.Posted by lorislittlesecret - 2008/03/13 10:38_____________________________________Hahahaha..okay, now solve world hunger, the American health care crisis, and global warming.

Unfortunately, those have been the unwritten rules all along.  You would have thought that we were all mature enough to handle it.  Maybe now that such a big deal has been made out of it....============================================================================
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